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DAB-I

�What determinants inuence pupils' educational aspirations, the process of career choice and hence the
educational choice at the transition to upper secondary education? Of particular interest are:

{ Subjective cost-bene�t calculus, academic performance, attended school track at compulsory level,
personality traits (self-e�cacy, motivation, etc.), ascriptive attributes (gender, social origin, migrant
background)

�When and which decisions are taken during the last one and a half year before laving compulsory education?

�How stable are educational aspirations? What young people are able to realize their aspirations at an early
stage?

DAB-II

�What upper secondary education have pupils actually commenced after 9th grade? What is the educational
situation within the �rst 15 months after leaving compulsory education?

{ Certifying tracks (VET, vocational baccalaureate school (BMS1), baccalaureate school, specialized
middle schools)

{Non-mandatory bridge year courses; not in education and training (NEET)

�Who has to adjust / revise educational aspirations? Who is facing discontinuous educational attainment?

�How is upper secondary educational attainment inuenced by di�erent contexts, i.e., individual constraints,
institutional setting, regional opportunity structures

DAB-III

�Promotion of upper secondary education programmes. Who succeeds (in time) what programme and
who fails? Are promotions in line with aspirations measured in phase 1?

� Aspired Labor market entry: What disparities can be observed related to:

{ open-ended contract, adequate employment, continued employment within training �rm, duration until
stable employment status, income, occupational status, etc.

� Aspired Professional further training (upper secondary level)

{Who is commencing vocational baccalaureate school (BMS 2), professional education and training
(PET), PET-Diploma and who promotes successfully?

� Aspired Higher Education (tertiary level)

{Who is commencing what tertiary educational programmes? Welche Ausbildungen werden gew�ahlt?
What are reason to refrain from HE?

Descriptive Results: Educational aspirations & attainment
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Determinants of successful transition

�Directly commencing certifying upper secondary tracks: attended school type at compulsory level (advanced
requirements, pre-gymnasium), men, GPA (mathematics)

� Federal VET-Diploma: school type at compulsory level (advanced requirements), GPA (maths), men,
migration background (2.5 / 3. generation)

�Directly commencing baccalaureate schools: GPA (German, maths), women, privileged social origin (social
class, parental education), migrations background (pupils from non-southern EU member states)

Sample & response rates

Wave 1 Wave 2 Wave 3 Wave 4 Wave 5
Jan./Feb. 12 Aug.-Oct. 12 Mai/Jun. 13 Oct./Nov. 14 Jun./Aug. 16

Sample size
Gross sample (school classes) 296 215 203 - -
Net sample (school classes) 215 203 199 - -
Gross sample (juveniles) 3'894 3'707 3'436 3242
Contactable juveniles 2'652 2'872
Type of survey
Online survey of juveniles     

CATI survey of juveniles     

Online survey / PAPI of parents     

Realised interviews 
Juveniles 3'680 3'343 3'302 2'237 2'224
  Online 3'680 3'343 3'302 1'227 1'325
  CATI - - - 1'010 899
Parents 2'302 - - - -
Refusal (share of gross sample)
Juveniles 3% 3% 6% (2%)
Response rate in %
school classes 73% 94% 98% - -
Juveniles 95% 90% 96% 81%
Contactable juveniles - - - 84% 77.4%*
  Online - - - 46% 46.1%
  CATI - - - 38% 31.3%
Parents 63% - - - -
Remarks : * preliminary response rate. Source : DAB-Panel, own calculations.
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t1 = Mitte 8. Klasse; t3 = 6-12 Wochen vor Schulaustritt; t4a = nach Schulaustritt; t4b = 15 Monate nach Schulaustritt.
Daten: DAB-Panelstudie, gewichtete relative Häufigkeiten; Werte < 5% nicht ausgewiesen.
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�Mismatch of aspirations and realiszed upper secondary track:

{Women, school type with basic and advanced requirements: aspired VET) attended bridge year courses

{Men, school type with advanced requirements: aspired baccalaureate school ) attended VET

�Most vulnerable group: Pupils from the school type with basic requirements, in particular young women

� Better GPAs in German / maths protect against commencing bridge year courses, this only applies to
students from the school type with advanced requirements

� Unanswered: Factors increasing the probability that pupils commence the next best alternative instead of
the aspired education. Mismatch between aspired and attended VET track at occupational level.


